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DIFFERENT GOSPELS 


his 

We : There are not several “messages,” one for the housewife, another 
for the scientist, still another for the philosopher. There is not a 

_ higher brand of Christianity for students and intellectuals. There is 


only one Gospel. 


The Apostle Paul neither changed nor adapted his message in any 
significant way when he was among Corinthians of philosophical bent. 
To the contrary. He insisted (I Cor. 1) that a Gospel rendered palatable 
2 to the intellectual on the basis of reason might well make the Cross 
of none effect. He flatly stated that the power of his message lay not 
in “excellency of speech,” or in “wisdom.” He said the Good News of 
God would ever remain foolishness to some, unreasonable to others. And 
h he declared that it must always be so lest the human mind find excuse 
to take pride in its own apprehension of the Truth. 


Some environments, such as the ivory towers of learning, are no- 
toriously hard to penetrate with the saving knowledge of Jesus Christ. 
The sophistication of the academic community with its consciousness of 
“freedom,” with its low morals and high science, complicates the nor- 
mally difficult task of reaching sinners with salvation. 


But there is only one Christ. And only one Gospel. And the greatest 
missionary of all, when faced with human differences said quietly, “I 
am not here to conduct a reasoned inquiry suited to the level of your 
intelligence. I am here to preach Jesus Christ and Him crucified. Call 
it foolishness if you will, but it is the wisdom of God unto the salvation 
- of him who believes.” 
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This week several news items on 
the desk clamor for attention. There 
is a notice of the action, for instance, 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
which has just voted to send a nuclear 
reactor—of all things—to Japan as a 
part of its missions program. Lest 
anyone should be dismayed, this 20th 
Century missions project is for hos- 
pital and university research use. 
Radioactive isotopes will be used in 
radiation treatment. 





Another item tells of a group of 
Connecticut ministers who issued a 
warning memorandum to their congre- 
gations against the “fundamentally un- 
sound and unhealthy” influence of the 
youth organization known as Young 
Life. This nation-wide evangelistic or- 
ganization came into being in Dallas 
in 1940 through the efforts of Presby- 
terian minister James C. Rayburn. It 
takes the Gospel into the high schools 
where many churches have been largely 
ineffective. As usual, however, broad- 
minded religion seems to be broad- 
minded about everything but that ap- 
proach to the Gospel which is faithful 
to God’s Word. 


In still another item, nationally 
prominent clergymen, including Bish- 
ops of some denominations, have pe- 
titioned the courts of the state of New 
Hampshire for the release of self- 
styled pacifist Willard Uphaus of New 
Haven, Conn., who has been jailed for 
refusing to divulge to legislative in- 
vestigating committees the names of 
delegates to his World Fellowship 
Camp, suspected of subversive connec- 
tions. We wonder if the same ecclesi- 
astics would petition the release of 
the “congregation” recently convicted 
of that illegal assembly at the home 
of a mobster in upstate N. Y.? 





A final item was sent in by a reader. 
Clipped from a publisher’s list received 
and routinely sent out by our Presby- 
terian Book Stores, it advertises THE 
EDUCATION OF A POKER PLAYER, 
“Poker stories (funny, lusty) and 
poker instruction (cool, knowing).” 
Devotional material, no doubt. 
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JAPAN —— Japanese newspapers have 
given frank and open credit to the 
Christian community for averting even 
greater tragedy during the recent 
typhoon disaster. Said the Japan 
Times, “The lone bright factor in an 
otherwise depressing picture was that 
the children were spared malnutrition. 
For this, credit goes to the Christian 
community.” It went on to notice 
that “Christians rushed forward with 
aid when it was needed most,” and 
“It was the Christians who reached 
the flood victims first with food and 
clothing and opened up a clinic to look 
after the injured and the sick.” 
















—James Cogswell 












BRAZIL — The 15th of November 
school of the North Brazil Mission 
has been chosen by the Brazilian Fed- 
eral Ministry of Education to be host 
institution for an advanced teacher 
qualification course in January and 
February, serving twelve northern 
states. It is a distinct and unusual 
honor for a Protestant mission school 
to be chosen over all of the State 
and Roman Catholic schools as host 
institution in the government’s new 
program of advanced teacher instruc- 
tion. 

















-Pierre W. Dubose, Jr. 









MEXICO — (These modern mission- 
aries!) Shortly after I returned from 
a visit to the States for a series of 
special meetings, I was telling my wife 
about one church and I mentioned the 
D.C.E. of the church. My oldest son, 
more accustomed to the plane service 
in our remote community than to the 
jargon of Stateside church organiza- 
tion, asked, “Did you say she was a 
DC-3?” 














—John B. Wood 








CHURCH vs STATE POT CONTINUES TO BOIL 


Two Youth Conventions 


The last week in December and the 
first week in January saw two signifi- 
cant Youth Conventions held, the one 
in Washington, D. C., the other in 
Athens, Ohio. 


Nearly 12,000 youths from the U. S. 
and countries overseas gathered for 
a three-day Capital Teen Convention, 
sponsored by the Youth For Christ 
movement, to dedicate themselves 
anew to Jesus Christ as Savior and to 
the Christian way of life. 


Speakers included Dr. Billy Graham, 
Dr. Bob Pierce, and Dr. Ted W. Eng- 
strom, each of whom related the call 
of Christ to the power which the Chris- 
tian wields for good in the world. A 
life dedicated to the Lord Jesus is 
“the greatest moving force for world 
peace” declared Dr. Engstrom in a 
key-note address. 


Dr. Graham, who started his evan- 
gelism career in 1945 with the YFCI 
movement, told the teen-agers that 
“Christ wants young people — but 
young people dedicated to Him all the 
way.” After his talk more than 400 
came forward to recommit their lives 
to Christ. 


In Athens, Ohio, some 3,000 stu- 
dents from more than 100 countries 
grappled with world issues during 
“frontier forums” at the week-long 
18th Ecumenical Student Conference 
on the Christian World Mission — In- 
quiry and Involvement on Strategic 
Frontiers — sponsored by the Na- 
tional Council of Churches. 


Conference leaders included Dr. 
Lesslie Newbigin of India, Dr. D. T. 
Niles of Ceylon and Dr. Martin Luth- 
er King of Alabama. Dr. Kermit Eby, 
sociologist of the University of Chi- 
cago, told the teen-agers that the 
“Judeo-Christian ethic on work is now 
obsolete.” A Nigerian student said 
that he would have to report to his 
government that the Communist prop- 
aganda about America had been large- 
ly confirmed by his study and observa- 

(Cont. on p. 10) 
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(Assembled from RNS releases) 


Across America the rather nebulous 
relation between Church and State 
continues to be the subject of contro- 
versy as unbelievers and atheists seek 
to validate the claim that the U.S. 
Constitution is essentially a secular 
document. Encouraging signs, how- 
ever, point to an increasing awareness 
of the religious foundation of Amer- 
ican life. Following are some recent 
events in the controversy: 


ROCKVILLE, Md.—A Maryland cir- 
cuit court has upheld a recent ruling 
by the state’s attorney general who 
had denied a commission as notary 
public to a man who refused to take 
an oath declaring, “I do declare that 
I believe in the existence of God... .” 
When Roy R. Torcaso, of Bethesda 
refused to sign the oath affirming his 
belief in God, the county clerk re- 
fused to certify him a notary public. 
Circuit Judge Ralph G. Shure held 
that since a notary is empowered to 
administer oaths in which it is cus- 
tomary to invoke the Deity, the notary 
oath was not an unreasonable require- 
ment. In the judge’s opinion, “some 
religious restriction” was certainly in- 
tended by the framers of our Con- 
stitution. 


FRANKFORT, Ky.—The State Board 
of Education rejected a plea by Ken- 
tucky Christian Scientists that children 
of that faith be exempted from re- 
quired health courses in school on “re- 
ligious and constitutional grounds.” 
The Christian Scientists objected to 
instruction in a state institution which 
included medical theories and prac- 
tices. They argued that the presenta- 
tion of “medical means” in the pro- 
motion of health tended to violate the 
principle of the separation of Church 
and State. They argued that their 
children should be permitted to substi- 
tute elective courses in industrial arts 
and home economics for courses in 
which diseases were discussed. 


CHARLOTTE, N. C. — An attorney 
said here that Bible courses offered 
in many public schools in North Caro- 





lina may face court tests of their con- 


stitutionality. B. Kermit Caldwell 
said, “I believe that any person who 
wants to seek an injunction against, 
for instance, the Board of Education 
here could secure it.” Speaking as a 
spokesman for the North Carolina 
State Baptist Convention, he said that 
the Bible courses are a “direct viola- 
tion” of the Constitution as inter- 
preted by the U. S. Supreme Court. 


BLOOMINGTON, Minn. — A woman 
an this Minneapolis suburb has been 
fighting to have a prayer removed 
from Parent-Teacher Association meet- 
ings. She lost the first round. Mrs. 
Robert G. Franz told the Westwood 
PTA that, as a non-sectarian organi- 
zation representing state-supported in- 
stitutions, it should respect the rights 
of atheists. But her motion to substi- 
tute a minute of silence for the in- 
vocation customarily opening PTA 
meetings was defeated by an almost 
unanimous standing vote. 


OKLAHOMA CITY, Okla. — In de- 
ciding a case in favor of the con- 
struction of a chapel on the grounds 
of a state orphan’s home, the Okla- 
homa Supreme Court ruled that the 
principle of the separation of Church 
and State does not mean separation 
from God. “It is a well-settled prin- 
ciple and philosophy of our govern- 
ment that we should preserve separa- 
tion of Church and State, but that 
does not mean either to compel or to 
require separation from God,” decreed 
the court. “It is well settled and un- 
derstood that ours is a Christian na- 
tion, holding the Almighty God in 
dutiful reverence.” 


PORT WASHINGTON, N. Y. — On 
the other hand, a step backward, in 
the opinion of many, was taken by 
the Board of Education of Port 
Washington which reaffirmed its 
earlier ban on the use of the Lord’s 
Prayer at high school assemblies. De- 
spite protests of some 250 parents at 
a public meeting, Eugene H. Wor- 
chester, board president, said that the 
prayer had been discontinued because 
the board felt that its use was “not 
in conformity with the law.” 





Legal Gambling Spreads 
To Another State 


HARRISBURG, Pa. — (RNS)—De- 
spite strong Protestant church oppo- 
sition, Gov. David Lawrence signed 
into law a measure which will permit 
betting at harness races in Pennsyl- 


vania, subject to county-wide local 
option. 


The bill is the first break-through 
in Pennsylvania’s long ban against 
legalized gambling. 


In opposing the measure, the state’s 
Council of Churches declared that 
once the principle of preventing legal- 
ized gambling was broken the door 
would be open to “extended pari- 
mutual betting and other forms of 
gambling.” 


Under terms of the new law, voters 
at the Spring primary may decide 
whether to permit harness racing with 
pari-mutual betting in their respective 
counties. 





Educator Urges Revision 
Of Seminary Curricular 


DETROIT, Mich. (RNS) — Semi- 
naries are producing ministers who 
are “less and less literate regarding 
the foundations of faith itself’ at a 
time when the church faces its “fierc- 
est challenge” in relation to culture, 
an American Baptist theological edu- 
cator charged here. 


The curriculum should be revised 
to give ministers better grounding in 
the Bible, theology and history, said 
Dr. Milton C. Froyd, research director 
at Colgate Rochester Divinity School, 
Rochester, N. Y. 


Noting that seminary courses 100 
years ago were confined to Biblical, 
theological and historical fields, Dr. 
Froyd pointed out that catalogs of 
seven seminaries representing five 
denominations list 923 courses today 
— 407 of them related to such “prac- 
tical” subjects as Christian education, 
church administration and pastoral 
counselling. 

“In our very attempt to help a min- 
ister become effective in the practical 


HE READERS ASK 


requirements of his task,” said Dr. 
Froyd, “we are in danger of failing 
him at the heart of his ministry — 
in providing him with a disciplined 
understanding of his own faith and 
in equipping him with competence as 
an interpreter of the Word of God 
to the real needs of men and women.” 


Dr. Froyd addressed the American 
Baptist Commission on the Ministry, 
which voted to give his proposal ser- 
ious study in the coming year. 


Montreat’s New Name 


MONTREAT, N. C. — Montreat 
College has begun officially to use its 
new name voted by the Board last fall: 
Montreat-Anderson College. 


“The greatest need of America to- 
day is for earnest, consecrated men 
and women who will give themselves 
to persistent, believing prayer until 
God sends revival, bringing the nation 
back to God in sincere repentance. 


“Then, and only then, can God lead 
the nation out of the darkness of these 
present days into the light of His 
blessing and grace. 


“Revival will surely come if the 
Church in America will meet these 
essential conditions of revival: faith- 
ful, believing prayer; dependence up- 
on the power of God; and lives yielded 
to God to do His will, whatever the 
cost. 


“May it be the prayer of every child 
of God in America in this hour of 


need: ‘O Lord, revive Thy Church to- 
day, and begin Thy gracious work 
in me.’ ”’ 


—Fred W. Hoffman, 
REVIVAL TIMES IN 
AMERICA 
W. A. Wilde Company, 
Natick, Mass. 


(Address your questions to “The Readers Ask.” c/o the JOURNAL) 


Q. Does the RSV translation of the 
wording of Eph. 4:32, “... as God 
in Christ forgave you” (instead of 
“even as God for Christ’s sake hath 
forgiven you”) affect the meaning? 


A. I do not think that the RSV adds 
anything significant to the clause 
quoted. It is a more literal rendering 
of the Greek original. Both renderings 


(RSV and KJ) mean that forgiveness 
was effective when or in that Christ 
died. The RSV here largely follows 
the ASV of 1901. However, the ASV 
rendering is still more exact, thus: 
“Even as God also in Christ forgave 
you.” The strength of the Greek kai 
(also) is preserved only in the ASV. 


—Wnm. C. Robinson, Th.D. 
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“Jesus said unto them, Come ye 
after me and | will make you to be- 
come fishers of men” (Mark 1:17). 







“Now then we are ambassadors for 
Christ, as though God did beseech you 
by us: we pray you in Christ’s stead, 
be ye reconciled to God” (II Cor. 
5:20). 







What an assignment this is for every 
Christian—one for which we need spe- 
cific preparation and the direction of 
the Holy Spirit! 








Prayer and Bible study are the two 
most important items of preparation 
for winning souls. If you are not 
diligent here, you cannot succeed as 
a “fisher of men.” 










This does not mean that one must 
be familiar with the whole Bible. A 
few plain statements from the Word 
of God are sufficient to begin with; 
but it is well always to have your 
New Testament at hand. Let the soul- 
winning texts be your daily Bible 
study, until you are familiar with their 
content and location and can easily 
refer to them. Better still, commit 
them to memory. 
















Along with prayer, God’s Word is 
your most important equipment. Turn 
to Hebrews 4:12 and see how suf- 
ficient and how necessary it is. Look 
also at Isaiah 55:10-13 and see how 
sure it is. Your own words may fail, 
but God’s Word cannot return to Him 
void. 












































You have no absolute assurance that 
your own or anybody else’s well-turned 
phrases will hit the mark; but you 
work with God’s guarantee behind you 
when you use His Word. It is “the 
sword of the Spirit — quick and 
powerful.” 
















Remember: In this work God has 
a part, and you have a part. They are 
distinct and separate, but they work 
together. Do not confuse them. Your 
part is to use the tools; God supplies 
























the power. You can never convert a 
man; only the Holy Spirit can do that. 
You simply tell the story, and back 
it up with consistent living. God will 
do the rest. 


Many have failed in this work by 
trying to do God’s part instead of 
their own, or in addition to their own. 
They forgot to invoke His power. 
“Work as though all depended upon 
you, and pray as though all depended 
upon God.” 


It is your business so to present 
Christ’s claims and the sinner’s need 
that one will be moved to accept 
Christ as his Saviour and to enter at 
once upon the program of a Christian. 


The excuses men give for not doing 
this, indicate the best passages of 
Scripture to use in talking to them. 


Do not argue. “If you permit your- 
self to be drawn into an argument, 
you will likely lose the business,” is 
a maxim of salesmanship. If you win 
the point of argument, you irritate 
your man; if he wins the point your 
case is lost. 


Simply, quietly, confidently, ac- 
curately, give your “quarry” the Word. 
That is, tell what God says. No need 
to go behind that—nor beside, nor 
around it. Do not allow the discussion 
to shift to some other premise. If it 
does, shift it back. Answer all with 
God’s Word. You recognize no higher, 
no earlier, no later authority. 


There are many Christians who 
would be unable to answer clearly if 
without warning they should be asked 
to explain God’s plan for the salvation 
of sinners. Many of those who might 
explain the plan fairly well in their 
own words would be unable to give 
in the language of God’s Word author- 
ity for the statement. It is important 
to give this authority. Here is a clear 
and simple presentation of the Gospel 
Plan, based upon New Testament pas- 
sages. The humblest “fisher of men” 


PAGE 5 / THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / JANUARY 


The Call To Personal Work 


REV. WADE C. SMITH 





can use it effectively. Memorize titles 
and verses for instant use. 


GOD’S PLAN OF SALVATION 


1. All of us are sinners. 
Romans 3:23 


2. Unbelievers are under 
condemnation. 
John 3:18 


3. Yet God loves us. 
John 3:16 


4. And Christ died for us. 
I Peter 2:24, 25. I Peter 3:18 


5. He is our only hope. 
Acts 4:12 


6. Repent of sin. 
Luke 13:3. Luke 24:47 


. Believe on Him. 
Acts 16:31 


8. Confess Him. 
Romans 10:9, 10 


9. Live for Him. 
Romans 12:1 


10. The great contrast. 
Romans 6:23 


GOD’S ANSWERS TO OBJECTIONS 


1. 1 would have to give up too much. 
Mark 8:36. Romans 8:32 


bo 


I fear I could not hold out. 
I Corinthians 10:13 


3. I will wait a little. 
James 4:13, 14. Matthew 24:44 


4. I am waiting to feel right. 
John 5:24. Matthew 9:9 


5. I have sinned away my chance. 
Mark 2:17. John 6:37 


6. I have tried it but failed. 
I John 1:9 


bee | 


- I am better than some church 
people. 
Luke 16:15. James 2:10 





13, 1960 














8. There are hypocrites in the church. 
Romans 14:12 


9. How can I learn to believe? 
John 7:17. John 1:12 


10. How may I know that I am saved? 
I John 4:13 


11. Scientific theories have troubled 
me. 
I Timothy 6:20 


12. My relatives oppose it. 
Mark 10:29, 30 


13. I am afraid I will come to want. 
Philippians 4:19 


14. I cannot believe what I cannot 
understand. 
I Corinthians 2:9-16. John 7:17 


15. I cannot make a full surrender to 
Christ. 
Luke 9:24, 25 


16. The Christian life is too hard. 
Matthew 11:30. I John 5:3 


17. When no reply is made. 
Hebrews 2:3 





a 
Surety 
This is the promise of our Father, 


Given to us by His Son; 


Given with heart over-flowing 
With love for each of His own: 


“Be sure that nothing will touch you, 
No harm will come your way 


That isn’t a molding pressure 
As I form you in yielding clay. 


Your trust has placed you in safety, 
Hid with my Risen Son; 


Hidden in sweet sanctuary, 
Conformation—a goal to be won. 


Then rest in this promise I give you, 
For I, my promises keep; 


For no force can pluck from my 
holding 
Any one of my following sheep.” 


—Marjorie Singer 
Salisbury, N. C. 





I think about God, 

Yet I talk of small matters. 
Now isn’t it odd 

How my idle tongue chatters 
Of quarrelsome neighbors, 
Fine weather and rain, 

In different labors, 

Some trivial style 

Fashion shifts with a nod, 
And yet all the while 

I am thinking of God. 


—Author Unknown 





lf The Bible Were Fallible... 


“The Bible says of itself that holy 
men of old spake as they were moved 
by the Holy Spirit... 


“When we have once grasped the 
idea that we must derive our doctrine 
of inspiration from the Bible, we may 
begin to understand what the real issue 
before the Church is. The real issue 
is not whether we are to substitute 
one doctrine of inspiration for an- 
other. That is at the most a some- 
what secondary question. The real 
issue before the Church today, and 
for that matter before every individual 
Christian, is whether the Bible is any 
longer to be regarded and accepted 
as a trustworthy teacher of doctrine. 
In other words, when the Bible testi- 
fied as to its own nature, are we to 
pay heed to what it has to say? That 
is the real issue which faces us to- 
GO: a 


“We listened to the Bible when it 


told us of the existence of the one 
living and true God. The Bible, how- 
ever, we now hear, is not a trust- 
worthy character witness. It has de- 
ceived us when it told us about its 
own inspiration. Possibly, after all, 
it was also wrong when it spoke about 
God! Possibly God, if there be a God, 
is quite different from the God we 
have learned to know from the pages 
of what we in our naivete thought was 
a Holy Book .. . If this Book is not 
reliable when it tells us what kind of 
a Book it is, how then can we pos- 
sibly trust it when it speaks to us of 
other matters? If the Bible is not 
a trustworthy witness of its own char- 
acter, we have no assurance that our 
Christian faith is founded upon the 
truth. We are left in the darkness 
of ignorance and despair.” 


—Edward J. Young 
THY WORD IS TRUTH, 
publ. by Eerdmans 








How To Be An Effective Preacher 


We have been studying preaching 
lately and herewith submit some of 
our preliminary findings on “How to 
be an Effective Preacher.” 


1. Be Verbose. (A) Never use one 
one word where you can use three. 
With practice, the flimsiest idea can 
be spun into a full-length sermon. (B) 
Never use a short word where you 
can use a long one. A congregation 
that is appalled, amazed, or both, by 
the words the preacher uses will be 
admirably distracted from considering 
the content of the sermon. 


2. Share with the congregation the 
full benefits of your training. The 
sermon which opens with an adequate 
treatment of the Bultmann demythol- 
ogizing controversy will immediately 
capture the interest of everyone in 
the congregation. A rather full discus- 
sion of what Bonhoeffer meant, or did 
not mean, by his statement that the 
present time was one of “no religion” 
will also prove a happy starter. If a 
Bible text is used (see below), the 
preacher should remember to refresh 
the minds of the congregation on the 
various historico-critical problems in- 
volved — preferably starting with the 
positions held by leading scholars 100 
years ago and working down to the 
present time. 


3. Ignore the Bible. (A) Your 
own experience is more timely and 
profound. Furthermore, the man who 
is always talking about David, Amos, 
or Paul will give the impression that 
he has never had any experiences or 
thoughts of his own. (B) Use illustra- 
tions from current novels, newspapers, 
magazines (particularly The New 
Yorker), and any other material which 
is fresh off the press. The man who 
relies on the Bible risks giving the 
impression that he has read only one 
book. 


4. Be Sporting. Let it be known 
just how long it is your rule to preach. 
Each Sunday you can involve the 
whole congregation in seeing how 
close you come to the stated time. 
If you have ever seen the start of a 
sailboat race, with boats jockeying for 
position and a great racing boat with 
all sails set come thundering down on 
the starting line to hit it a split sec- 
ond after the starting gun has gone 
off, you will know what we mean. 
As more and more people take to 
keeping time (we have heard of one 
senior warden who bought a stopwatch 
for this express purpose), the involve- 
ment of the congregation will be thrill- 
ing. 


Reprinted with permission from 
“The Sword and Shield,” Parishfield 
Community, Brighton, Mich. 
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Text: “And how are they to hear 
without a preacher?” (Ro- 
mans 10:14) 


It is inevitable that a new pastor 
must patiently listen as members of 
his congregation enumerate the posi- 
tive and negative qualities of the pas- 
tor whom he has succeeded. As any 
minister knows, some laymen, who 
were as quiet and non-commital as the 
proverbial church-mouse during the 
former pastor’s tenure, become out- 
spoken, brave critics after the Shep- 
herd has moved on to another flock. 
Every minister coming to a new work 
is faced with insidious gossip concern- 
ing his immediate predecessor. 
Prompted by a sense of loyalty to his 
brothers-of-the-cloth, the new pastor 
desires to stop this type of conversa- 
tion at its outset. Certainly, he should 
never become involved in the low prac- 
tice of freely discussing with mem- 
bers of the church the deficiencies of 
the former pastor. 


However, in absolute fairness to 
the critics, is it possible that some of 
the criticism of pastors contain the 
seed of truth? Being thoroughly hu- 
man, ministers also possess tender 
egos, but truth is truth, even when 
spoken negatively. 


AVERSION TO “PREACHER” 


Recently, a member of my congre- 
tion described a conversation she had 
with a former pastor. In the course 
of their conversation, the minister 
made it quite clear that one of his pet 
peeves was to be addressed as “preach- 
er.” My informant noted on later 
occasions that anger, bordering on un- 
controllable rage, was evident in that 
minister whenever a person innocently 
addressed him as “preacher.” Blunt- 
ly he would set him straight on the 
matter. “Don’t cal’ me preacher!’ 


Why the ruffled reaction to this 
good Biblical word? Could it be the 


feeling that in public sentiment the 


Don’t Gall Me Preacher? 


REV. WALT 





BROWN 





word “preacher” has been cheapened? 
Perhaps. Could it be the feeling that 
“preacher” does not adequately de- 
scribe the total function of the min- 
istry? Again, perhaps. Or might the 
title “preacher” just be repulsive when 
it touches a deep-rooted awareness of 
a lack of power in the pulpit? Could 
be! 


Not all preachers are good pastors. 
The opposite is also true. One’s 
“gifts” are to be considered, but too 
often we use the parable of the tal- 
ents to salve our own consciences, ex- 
onerating ourselves by stating that 
God has not seen fit to give us the 
talents necessary for great preaching. 
It is true that some men have abilities 
lacking in others, but is the know-how 
of sermon preparation, the endowment 
of a prodigious memory, 
ing oratorical abilities, and a pleasing 
pulpit manner in the final analysis 
the ingredients necessary to a “gre@t’”’ 
preacher? According to men, yes, but 
according to God, no! 


PRIMARY ROLE OF MINISTRY 


There is present in the church an 
element which desires to eliminate the 
traditional distinction between clergy 
and laity. The assumption is that 
Reformation theology places all be- 
lievers in one category in the sight of 
God. Some have gone to the extreme 
of claiming that a division between 
“clergy” and “laity” greatly impairs 
the work and witness of the Church. 
A surprising number of ordained min- 
isters endorse the plan to tear down 
the “wall” between Shepherds and 
sheep. 


Now Christian Education in the 
hands of trained and qualified laymen, 
Evangelism through the members of 
the church, and methods of dissem- 
inating the work of the church 
throughout the total membership are 
sound Christian principles. No min- 
ister will argue against any philosophy 
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outstand-. 


which has at its heart the desire for a 
unified witness to the glory of Jesus 
Christ. But is a desire for this unity 
always the motive behind efforts made 
in this direction? Giving over the proc- 
lamation of the Word to the congrega- 
tion, so that it might sound with a 
mighty single voice may be a sign that 
the pulpit is unconsciously, perhaps, 
afraid of the Word! 


When one witnesses the contem- 
porary trend toward deemphasizing 
the centrality of preaching as the 
power-tool of the Holy Spirit, it is 
not very difficult to see why the 
world birthrate is fast exceeding the 
Christian re-birth rate. It is an amaz- 
ing thing that the handwriting on the 
wall — so very obvious in the statisti- 
eal reports of the Presbyterian 
Church — goes unnoticed. 


I fear that the fault may partly lie 
with the popular elevation of the 
priestly function to the exclusion of 
the preaching function of the ministry. 
Much more than mere love of sym- 
bolism is betrayed by the changes tak- 
ing place in the architectural arrange- 
ment of chancels. The so-called divided 
chancel and the elevation of the com- 
munion table into an altar is a strong 
silent witness to the fact that the 
ministry has leaned toward a ritualis- 
tic sacramentalism and away from 
prophetic preaching. 


Let us not forget that the Biblical 
concept unmistakably gives priority to 
the Word of God spoken. “We do not 
see our signs; there is no longer any 
prophet .. .”, so spoke the psalmist 
long ago. Should the revealed Word 
become hazy and obscure in our time, 
the blame will not rest upon the rank- 
and-file of the Church, but squarely 
upon those called to fulfill a prophetic 
ministry. God forbid that the sign 
of the revelation of Himself should 
be obscured because “there is no long- 
er any prophet!” 
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PREACHING CHRIST TO SAVE 


Preaching Christ “in season and out 
of season’”’ — a task that cannot be 
relegated to a secondary place in the 
ministry of the Church — remains 
the chief means of winning the lost 
to the Saviour. To deprecate the value 
of the preached Word is to throttle 
the spreading of the revealed Word. 
However important the priestly role 
of the minister, one cannot be a priest 
without a people in whose behalf to 
make intercession. There can be no 
Shepherd without a flock, and the 
flock — having had a modest begin- 
ning with eleven faithful men — has 
been called to obedience to Christ 
through the preached Word! The 
New Testament, The Reformation, and 
the great revivals of other times, give 
unquestionable evidence to support 
this fact. 


As ministers of the Gospel, if we 
would bravely, critically, stick our 
necks out of our shells of complacency 
to preach Christ crucified, risen and 
coming back again, we would notice 
great improvements in the effect of 
our ministry. Paul, the greatest evan- 
gelist who ever lived, had but one 
sermon “Christ Crucified.” He 
preached it with fervor and undimin- 
ishing zeal to the end of his life. The 
truth embodied in that one sermon 
was sufficient to reward the search 
for life for thousands of Paul’s hear- 
ers. Must we assume that twentieth- 
century man needs more than this in 
order to find his answers? 


PREACHING WITH POWER 


A popular Christmas sermon title 
is “Let’s Put Christ Back In Christ- 
mas.” A critically needed sermon 
title — more than a mere title; a con- 
viction to undergird our whole min- 
istry — is “Let’s Put Christ Back In 
The Pulpit.” If some of our churches 


have become spiritually seedy, if some 
have in fact ceased to be churches, 
it is because our sermons have given 
away to obscure homilies and made 
Sunday morning in church the best 
hour of the week for mental relaxa- 
tion! 


The message of the cross, Paul says, 
is God’s power (I Cor. 1:18). We 
need to recapture the meaning of these 
words. “The message of the cross is 
God’s power.” 


“Message, Power.” 


“Message is power.” 
If the cross has 
a message, and surely we know that 
it has the supreme message from God, 
this suggests communication. If “‘they 
cannot hear without a preacher’, how 
else shall the message of the cross be 
communicated? And if they have a 
preacher from whom they might hear, 
what meaning has the communication 
if it is void of the power of God? 


The Greek word translated “power” 
is dunamis. It is the root of our 
English “dynamite.” Paul is saying 
that “The message of the cross is 
God’s dynamite!’’ 


When this explosive power ot God 
works through us, when we realize 
its potentialities for turning this very 
world we live in “upside down”, when 
the mesage of the cross becomes God’s 
power working in and through our- 
selves as prophets, then the word 
“preacher” will carry the positive con- 
notation God intended it to carry. 


As for myself, give me the power 
of God — this “dynamite” — with 
which I may communicate the mes- 
sage of the cross — “Christ Cruci- 
fied.” And call me “preacher”! It 
is a title of which I shall not be 
ashamed, for it identifies me with my 
Lord! 


* * * * * 


The Rev. Mr. Brown is pastor of the 
Brent, Ala., Presbyterian Church. 





Justice Calls For Punishment 


Over the air and in the newspapers, 
we are constantly meeting with such 
phrases as, “we do not want to punish 
criminals but reform them”. Such an 
argument will appeal to many well- 
meaning people, but it is not very 
practical. It is true that the Grace 
of God can and does make a new crea- 
ture out of a criminal, if it is given a 
chance. Too many criminals, however 


are unwilling to take God into con-. 


sideration. The fact of the matter is, 
most criminals have to be punished in 
order to be brought to their senses. 
Court records show conclusively that 
where punishment is not imposed, 
crime steadily increases. The laxness 
on the part of Pardon Boards and 
Parole Boards over the past few years 
has released hundreds of hardened 
criminals onto society, in spite of the 
fact that many of these offenders have 
turned right around to commit some- 
times worse crimes than before. In 
some cases they were back in the ways 
of crime before the first twenty-four 
hours of their pardon was completed. 
Political aspiration is the true purpose 
of such leniency. 








There is a strong movement afoot 
in this country and in some other 
parts of the world, to abolish capital 
punishment, to allow all crime to go 
unpunished and to remove all con- 
trols and censorship of every kind. 
Unreasonable as this idea is, it never- 
theless has many advocates among 
people who have a sadly mistaken idea 
of justice and equality. It is based 
on human theorizing and philosophiz- 
ing, and varies to such a ridiculous de- 
gree among its advocate as to make 
it perfectly ludicrous. Society needs 
an infallible rule of faith and practice. 
That is why the Creator has revealed 
Himself to men through the Bible, 
both the Old and the New Testaments, 
This criterion is based on absolute 
righteousness, which is eternal and 
does not vary with the fleeting opin- 
ions of fickle men. It is flexible 
enough to apply to all men every- 
where and rigid enough to bring all 
offenders to Justice. The Bible does 
not teach the abolition of capital pun- 
ishment or that criminals should go 
unpunished. Gen. 9:6. 

—John Franklin Troupe, D.D. 


Telford, Penna. 
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EDITORIAL 





Theological Beatniks 


A new species of life—the Beatnik— 
has made its appearance in America. 
Its natural habitat (if indeed it can be 
counted alive) is the sleezy basement 
bar, the seedy artist’s patio, the “‘col- 
ony” of the modern concrete jungle. 
The Beatnik is a double first cousin of 
the French Existentialist, that spir- 
itually bankrupt, vitamin defective 
product of university and bistro who 
has inhabited the Paris equivalent of 
the Casbah for going on half a genera- 
tion now. 


Beatniks congregate in “villages” 
where home is a “pad’”’ and where the 
emphasis is all on “creativity” with 
little interest in surroundings. The 
Beatnik seeks to satisfy his inner urge 
for “expression” on the “frontiers of 
civilization” in a total rebellion against 
the static continuity of the status quo. 
If it all sounds weird, that’s what it is. 
The unconventional world of the Beat- 
nik even includes its own language, 
wherein squares cannot be gone be- 
cause they aren’t cool. 


Now the world of religion is de- 
veloping its own Beatniks for whom 
conventional “squares” are equally be- 
hind the times because they haven’t 
been “cooled in.”’ The religious Beat- 
niks are as uncomfortable in the con- 
ventional world of religion as the 
“cats” are in society. But the religious 
Beatnik is being better received by 
conventional religion than his social 
counterpart because the religious world 
is today not as easily shocked by un- 
conventional departures from tradition. 


Characterized by a spirit of theo- 
logical rebellion and cast in the 
thought forms of sophisticated ex- 
pressionism, religious Beatism today 
offers itself to the Church as the only 
progressive, responsibly mature phi- 
losophy of meaning. It is being well- 
received because modern religion, 
which is sophisticated to begin with, 
has been geared to rebellion for a long 
while. 


The habitat of religious Beatism— 
as of this writing—is largely the uni- 
versity community. This movement 
has its own language. It flatly (though 
blasphemously) accredits itself as 
Christian. It inhabits “faith and life 
communities” where “concerned per- 
sons” participate in “creative dialogues 






between thought and life,” leading to 
“responsible involvement in the ques- 
tion of what life is all about.” 


We have on our desk the literature 
isued by one such “community” exist- 
ing on a prominent Southern univer- 
sity campus. The purpose of this 
“community,” according to the attrac- 
tive brochures, may be summarized as 
“the furtherance of selfhood and re- 
flection” among students and other 
interested persons. The group adver- 
tises itself as a “Christian” community 
of “interest” and it confesses a pri- 
mary preoccupation with theology. It 
is sponsored by ministers and laymen 
who ought to know better. It thinks 
of itself as an “ongoing experiment,” 
a “discourse with culture,” a “mutual 
ministry in faith,” an “interchange on 
the renewal (whatever that is) in 
Christendom.” 


This “Christian” faith and life com- 
munity centers in a “college house” 
(for students) and a “laos” (fancy 
name for laymen) house where men 
and women come together for com- 
munity living in a “responsible search 
for meaning in existence.” The total 
program is said to “flow into the area 
of common mission” made necessary 
because the “Church has come to share 
in the confusion about mission and 
possesses a deep feeling of guilt.” The 
aim of all this emotional activity is 
a “renewal of the Church in our time 
as she overcomes the disjunction be- 
tween faith and life and recovers her 
historical sense of radical mission in 
and to thc world.’’ Two Presbyterian 
seminary presidents \nct U.S.) are on 
the national advisory council. 


Those of our readers who have stuck 
with me thus far are looking at theo- 
logical Beatism. If you have the un- 
easy feeling that you have heard the 
language before you are right. The 
rebellious Problem Theology of the 
religious Beatnik may not have sifted 
down to the congregation in the wild- 
wood yet, but it’s all the rage on 
Fraternity Row and Madison Ave. And 
if you don’t think it has had its ef- 
fect—unbeknownst to the well-inten- 
tioned persons who have been af- 
fected—in our own program, just 
write for the latest newsletters issued 
by the Department of Campus Chris- 
tian Life, or talk to one of your own 
young people who has just returned 
from the 18th Ecumenical Student 
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Conference on the Christian World 
Mission for Inquiry and Involvement 
on Strategic Frontiers. 


In a penetrating analysis in the 
Journal of December 30th last, Dr. 
Rene de Visme Williamson of Lou- 
isiana State University cogently com- 
mented on current campus theology. 
We wish that every university pastor, 
every student chaplain, every West- 
minster Fellowship adviser would pon- 
der his words: 


“If there is a dissonance between 
purpose and achievement (in our wit- 
ness to Jesus Christ on the cam- 
pus) the reason must be in 
what might be called the ‘prob- 
lem approach’ to the Christian faith. 


‘“‘We must remember that the great- 
est defect of academic communities, 
including both faculty and students, 
is sheer religious illiteracy. In my 
now lengthening experience covering 
nearly thirty years of teaching, I am 
convinced that most academic people 
simply do not know what the Christian 
faith affirms. The reason words like 
‘salvation’ and ‘revelation’ have no 
meaning for so many professors and 
students is that they do not know the 
content, Biblically or experientially, 
for which those words stand. 


“Almost as great is the bewilder- 
ment of academic communities in the 
matter of values. Academic people, of 
course, share the deplorable tendency 
of the rest of their countrymen not to 
be committed to anything, but they 
are more exposed than most people to 
the conflicting claim of many ideol- 
ogies and values. Moreover, these 
conflicting claims hit them in an at- 
mosphere which is all-too-often one 
of moral and intellectual indecisive- 
ness which is disguised under the name 
of objectivity. 


“Under these circumstances, the 
‘problem approach’ to any aspect of 
the Christian faith seems ill-chosen. 
What an academic community afflicted 
with ignorance and bewilderment needs 
is instruction and direction.” 


* * * 


Today the religious Beatnik’s badge 
is most often the university mortar- 
board. We wouldn’t be surprised if 
there isn’t a graduate counterpart on 
the seminary campus. 





(YOUTH—from p. 3) 


tions in this country. Several repre- 
sentatives of non-Christian religions 
participated in the Conference search 
for understanding in our time, 
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Two Youth Conventions 


The contrast between the two Youth 
Conventions recently held in our coun- 
try is to us both significant and sug- 
gestive. 


On the one hand, deeply spiritual 
forces were at work as 12,000 young 
people gathered in the nation’s Cap- 
ital to hear the call of Christ and to 
relate themselves as Christians to the 
world of today and tomorrow. 


On the other hand, several thousand 
other young people gathered in Ath- 
ens, Ohio, to wrestle with ethical and 
sociological problems under the guid- 
ance of controversial public figures 
and in company with representatives 
i “virtually every culture in the 
world,” including “some of non-Chris- 
tian ideologies.” 


The first Conference was sponsored 
by Youth For Christ; the second, by 
the National Council of Churches. 
The Athens gathering had been pre- 
pared throughout the fall months on 
college campuses across the nation 
where “Ecumenical Study - Involve- 
ment Groups” were set up to develop 
“our life and mission concern”. A 
number of Presbyterian youth from 
our denomination participated as of- 
ficial representatives in this “ap- 
proved” gathering. It is not known 
whether many — if any — Presby- 
terians attended the Washington meet. 


To us the contrast between these two 
Conferences is self-revealing. The one, 
vibrant with Christian vitality and 
breathing with the touch of the Holy 
Spirit; the other, a sophisticated prob- 
lem-study in ethics and psychology 
from a theologically radical, generally 
naturalistic standpoint. 


To us the contrast between these 
two Conferences is suggestive of the 
reason why more and more of the 
Christian population of the world is 
represented in other than the old 
“main-line” denominations. As the so- 
called “leading” denominations remain 
static or grow slightly in the midst 
of an exploding world population, the 
so-called “sects” and “faith” groups 
multiply with explosive force. 


As Dr. Sly, of the NCC, pointed out 
in December, more than half the mis- 
sionaries sent out last year were NOT 
from any of the three-dozen and more 
denominations represented in the Na- 
tional Council. And, presumably, the 
ratio of new members was the same. 


(Cont, on p. 18) 


A Layman And His Church 


WHERE FAITH BEGINS 


Faith rests on presuppositions about 
God—that He is infinite, eternal and 
unchangeable — that He is sovereign 
and all wise — that He is beyond and 
above the rationalization of human 
minds. 


Faith is therefore the certainty in 
our hearts of things which we cannot 
see; it is absolute confidence in things 
we hope for but which at the moment 
we do not possess. 


Faith does not lend itself to cold 
analysis because its certitude is not in 
things which can be proven as the 
unregenerate world counts proof. It 
is an attitude of mind, given by God 
Himself, to those who will receive it. 


For this reason the things of God 
and of His revelation in Christ are 
foolishness to those who do not be- 
lieve; and the reasons for our faith 
are incomprehensible. 


Christians should not be surprised 
if their faith is held up to ridicule, but 
they should be very sure that they 
have not themselves confused credulity 
with faith. The credulous are more 
often than not mistaken. Those whose 
faith rests in God and His divine rev- 
elation can be sure because they per- 
sonally know the One in whom they 
have believed and are persuaded that 
He is able to keep His promises. 


The basic difference between cred- 
ulity and faith is the difference be- 
tween the frailty of human under- 
standing and the certainty of divine 
revelation. Faith in the Bible, for in- 
stance, rests in the presupposition that 
God is Truth and that He cannot deny 
himself. The Scriptures have every 
right to be used to interpret their 
own meaning. Our Lord’s use of the 
Old Testament Scriptures is a reward- 
ing illustration of His validation of 
their accuracy and authority. Where 
there was a progressive revelation 
which He fulfilled, or which He ampli- 
fied, He clearly so stated. 


The revelation of divine truth which 
we have in the Bible should therefore 
not be subject to the whims of vacillat- 
ing unbelievers. Reverent scholarship is 
a must. Irreverent dissection is an en- 
tirely different thing. While there 


will always be variations in interpreta- 
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tions these represent the differences 
inevitable in humanity itself. But 
where truth is interpreted to be error 
this is not “interpretation” but pre- 
sumption. 


To illustrate: Paul, writing to the 
Christians in Phillipi, said: “For he, 
who had always been God by nature, 
did not cling to his prerogatives as 
God’s equal, but stripped himself of 
all privilege by consenting to be a 
slave by nature and being born as a 
mortal man. And, having become 
man, he humbled himself by living 
a life of utter obedience, even to the 
extent of dying, and the death he died 
was the death of a common criminal. 
That is why God has lifted him so 
high, and has given him the name be- 
yond all -” (Phil. 6-9, 
Phillips) 


names 


This “emptying” or kenosis, is to 
the evangelical an illustration of the 
glorious truth that Christ was eternal 
with the Father and that He consented 
to come in human form and die for 
our sins because in no other way 
could our sins be cleansed and we, 
through faith, be reconciled to God. 


On the other hand, to some liberals, 
kenosis made it possible for our Lord 
to be mistaken in his statements and 
attitudes: and to others it even opens 
up the necessity of His becoming a 
sinner. This view of His “emptying” 
makes the stories of His miraculous 
acts the apocryphal accretions of over- 
ly enthusiastic reporters. In fact the 
kenosis theory can become a catch-all 
for wholesale denials of basic truth 
itself. 


All of which brings us back to our 
original statement, that faith rests on 
presuppositions about God — that 
with Him all things are possible and 
that in His Word there is to be found 
the revelation of Himself, of man and 
of the Christ by whom alone man 
ean be reconciled to God. Construc- 
tive and reverent scholarship strength- 
ens faith but a destructive critical 
spirit produces cynicism which makes 
joy impossible, hope uncertain and 
spiritual power unattainable. 


Christianity is not a_ test-tube 
science, nor is the Christian faith 
(Cont. on p. 18) 
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LESSON FOR JANUARY 31, 1960 


Responses to the Gospel 


Bible Material: Acts 17, I Thessalonians 1-2 


Devotional Reading: Luke 8:4-15 


In last Sunday’s lesson we noticed that there are 
different types of conversion: some are converted as 
quietly as Lydia, as the Lord opened her heart to 
the Gospel preached by Paul; others are converted as 
the Philippian jailer was, in a crisis experience. The 
main point, though, is not how, but the fact that 
we are born again by the Spirit of God. Some people 
have been troubled because they cannot point to some 
spectacular experience, like a vision or an earthquake. 
“By their fruits ye shall know them”, said Jesus. Are 
the fruits of the Spirit, love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 
gentleness, meekness, faith, etc., manifest in our lives? 
Do we love God and do we love the brethren? Lydia 
was just as soundly converted as the jailer. 


In today’s lesson we study the different responses 
that men and women make to the Gospel. To some 
the preaching of the Word is a savor of life unto life; 
to others, a savor of death unto death. Some oppose 
and blaspheme; some mock; some are indifferent; some 
say, “We will hear you again” and put off their answer. 
Some believe and are saved; sometimes a few, some- 
times a great many. 


Jesus illustrates these differences in the Parable of 
the Sower (our Devotional Reading from Luke 8:4- 
15): “A sower went out to sow his seed: and as he 
sowed, some fell by the wayside; and it was trodden 
down, and the fowls of the air devoured it. And some 
fell upon a rock: and as soon as it was sprung up, it 
withered away, because it lacked moisture. And some 
fell among thorns: and the thorns sprang up with it, 
and choked it. And other fell on good ground, and 
sprang up, and bare fruit an hundred fold”. Our 
Lord explained the parable, as we know, by showing 
that the seed, which is the Word of God, meets dif- 
ferent responses, according to the hearts of the hearers. 
The parable is really a Parable of the Soils, or of the 
variety of hearts in people. Paul and Silas found 
that this was true, and also they found that there 
were those who opposed and persecuted. As we study 
this chapter from Acts we can see the responses made 
to their preaching. 


Part of our Bible material is the first two chapters 
of Paul’s first letter to the Thessalonians. This was 
one of the churches he founded on this second mis- 
sionary journey. Notice what the Apostle said: “Paul, 
and Silvanus, and Timotheus, unto the church of the 
Thessalonians which is in God the Father, and in the 
Lord Jesus Christ: Grace be unto you, and peace 
from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ. We 
give thanks to God always for you all, making mention 
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By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


of you in our prayers; remembering without ceasing 
your work of faith, and labor of love, and patience of 
hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, in the sight of God 
our Father; knowing, brethren beloved, your election 
of God”. “For yourselves, brethren, know our en- 
trance in unto you, that it was not in vain. . . for 
our exhortation was not of deceit, nor of uncleanness, 
nor in guile . . . For neither at any time used we flat- 
tering words, as ye know, nor a cloke of covetousness; 
God is witness: Nor of men sought we glory, neither 
of you, nor yet of others, when we might have been 
burdensome, as the apostles of Christ. But we were 
gentle among you, even as a nurse cherisheth her chil- 
dren . . . because ye were dear unto us... As ye 
know how we exhorted and comforted and charged 
every one of you, as a father doth his children, that 
ye would walk worthy of God, who hath called you 
unto His kingdom and glory . . . For what is our hope, 
or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not even ye in the 
presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at His coming? 
For ye are our glory and joy”. 


These quotations reveal the very heart of the great 
Apostle. He, like his Master, loved people, and had 
them on his heart at all times. He was faithful in 
preaching the pure Gospel and his converts were very 
dear to him. 


We will now turn to the lesson and see the responses 
made to the Gospel as they continued their work in 
Greece. 


I. In Thessalonica: Acts 17:1-9 

After the exciting experiences at Philippi in which 
Paul “turned the tables” on the Roman magistrates 
by asserting his Roman citizenship, “when they had 
seen the brethren, they comforted them and departed”. 
They came to Thessalonica, where there was a syna- 
gogue of the Jews. Paul, as was his custom wherever 
there was a synagogue, went in and reasoned with 
them for three Sabbaths out of the Scriptures. This 
was the natural thing for him to do. What he tried 
to prove to them was the necessity for the death of 
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Christ, and also the fact of His resurrection, and that 
this Jesus Whom he preached unto them was the Christ. 
He had considerable success for some believed, and of 
the Greeks a great multitude and of the chief women 
not a few. 


“But the Jews’: there is nearly always this phrase 
to indicate how the work was impaired. “Moved with 
envy”: what a terrible record envy has in the Bible and 
in history generally! These envious Jews used certain 
“lewd fellows of the baser sort”, for you can always 
find such people to help in any evil work that is to 
be done. They gathered a mob and assaulted the 
house of Jason. Not finding the apostles, they drew 
Jason and certain brethren unto the rulers of the 
city, crying, “These that have turned the world upside 
down are come hither also.” What a compliment they 
were paying the missionaries without intending to do 
so! The Gospel, faithfully preached and believed and 
lived, does turn the world upside down, for Satan has 
the world turned wrong side up and the Gospel will 
right the wrong if given a chance. These people 
trumped up the old charge that Christians did con- 
trary to the decrees of Caesar saying that there is an- 
other king, one Jesus. The result was that the party 
had to leave Thessalonica for the time being at least. 


II. Jn Berea: 17:10-14 


Here, too, was a synagogue of the Jews and they 
went there as usual. These were “more noble” than 
those in Thessalonica. Phillips translates this “more 
generous-minded”. This led them to readiness of 
mind. What is a “ready” mind? One that is free 
from prejudice, for one thing. When Paul went to 
Rome the Jews there told him, “But we desire to hear 
thee what thou thinkest: for as concerning this sect, 
we know that everywhere it is spoken against”. They 
were somewhat prejudiced, no doubt, already in their 
minds. The Gospel needs a mind that is free from 
preiudice. Then, a ready mind is one that is eager 
to know the truth. Some people do not want the 
truth. They wish to be flattered or their “ears tickled” 
by what they hear. These Bereans seemed to desire 
truth, and they tested what Paul said by searching the 
Scriptures daily to see if what he told them was true. 
“To the law, and to the testimony”, is a good motto. 
We have a revelation from God, an infallible rule of 
faith and practice. Does the message we hear tally 
with the Word of the Lord? If it does, then all is 
well, but if it does not, then let us beware, for there 
are many false teachers and prophets in the world. 
Jesus warned His disciples against them. These 
Bereans, before they accepted Paul’s message, went to 
the Scriptures to see, and of course they found out 
when they checked his words that he spoke the truth. 
In this they were wise. Mr. Moody once said that he 
had to be very careful what he said when in Scotland, 
for the people there knew their Bibles and they would 
know whether his message corresponded with what the 
Bible said. It would be a fine thing for all of us who 
preach to know that our people were comparing our 
messages with the Word of God. 


“Therefore many of them believed”. Faith cometh 
by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God. If we 
can get men and women to search the Scriptures, then 
we will have many of them saved. I once read of a 





couple, man and wife, who began reading the Bible. 
One night, as he read, the man said, “Wife, if this 
Book is right, then we are lost”. Then, as he read 
further, “Wife, if this Book is right, we can be saved”. 
They knelt and gave themselves to the Savior. Many 
of these Bereans became Christians. 


“But when the Jews”: this shows the persistence of 
these envious enemies of Paul and the Gospel. The 
Jews in Thessalonica came to Berea and stirred up the 
people and Paul and his party had to leave. 


III. Jn Athens: 17:15-34 


Athens was the cultural and educational center of 
Greece. There were a great many philosophers there 
and the city was full of idols. There was a common 
saying that it was easier to find an idol in Athens than 
to find a man. As was natural, Paul’s spirit was stirred 
within him by the idols he saw. He first went to the 
synagogue of the Jews and then in the market, daily, 
he talked with the People. The philosophers, who 
spent all their time and energy trying to find some- 


thing new, took him to Mars’ Hill in order to hear 
what he had to say. 


Paul found a fine starting point for his speech on 
Mars’ Hill. He had observed an inscription, To the 
Unknown God, and he told the Athenians that this 
was the God he declared unto them, the God who 
made the world and all things; the God who made 
them, for in Him all of us live and move and have our 
being. He showed them how absurd it was for them 
to try to make an image of such a Being. He went on 
to preach about the Judgment Day and the resurrec- 
tion of Christ. When they heard of the resurrection 
of the dead, some mocked: and others said, “We will 
hear thee again of this matter”. A few believed, but 
not many. We have two expressions: “The down and 
out” and “The Up and out”. The Athenian phil- 
osophers were some of the “Up and Outs”. Such peo- 
ple are harder to reach than those in the gutter, for 
the man who thinks that he can stand in his own 
strength is not easily led to lean on Another. 


The Gospel calls for a response. What is our re- 
sponse? We must choose: what is our choice? Is it 
Christ and everlasting life? 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JANUARY 31, 1960 


Departments 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Assembly’s Youth Sunday Program 


Suggestions to those pianning the program: 


1. Decide on time and place to present the program; 
ask the Session for permission to give the program 
and to take an offering for youth work. 


‘. Give the program ample publicity through an- 
nouncements in the bulletin, in the Sunday School, 
from the pulpit, and posters on the bulletin board. 


3. Plan the program, working with leaders or repre- 
sentatives of all the youth organizations of your 
church, such as Pioneers, Junior fellowship, Scouts, 
etc. 


4. If you have a young person in your church who 
can serve acceptably as organist or pianist, arrange 
with those in charge of the music for him to play 
for the Youth Sunday Program. If possible, ar- 
range for special vocal or instrumental music by 
young people. 


5. Arrange with the regular ushers to have some of 
the boys of the church to serve as ushers. 


6. Bring together all of those who will be taking part 
in the program for at least one complete practice 
session. 


~J] 
. 


Decide how the offering will be used so that this 
information can be given to the congregation at 
the proper time. 


Suggested Order of Service: 

Prelude 

Call to Worship (The Doxology is appropriate) 

Invocation 

Hymn—“Now in the Days of Youth” 

Scripture—II Timothy 2:1-7 and 3:14-17 

Introduction of the young people taking part of the 
program (indicate which organization they rep- 
resent.) 

«eports by Organizations (Pioneers, Juniors, Scouts, 
etc.) 

Hymn—‘Jesus Calls Us: O’er the Tumult” 

Description of Senior Programs 

Description of Senior Projects 

Explanation of Offering (explain how the money is 
to be divided and for what it is to be used.) 

Offering and Prayer of Dedication 

Presentation of Senior Theme for 1960 

Hymn—“How Shall the Young Direct Their Way” (or 
the hymn that you have chosen for your theme 
hymn.) 

Benediction 


Reports of Youth Organizations: 
It is to be expected that the Senior High Fellowship 
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will have the major part o1 the program. Each or- 
ganization, however, should be represented. The re- 
ports made by these groups should indicate the num- 
ber of members, the officers, and the adult leaders. 
The reports should also include brief descriptions of 
programs, projects, and future plans of the organiza- 
tions. Be sure to express appreciation for the support 
given by the congregation which furnishes sponsors, 
meeting places, leadership, and financial assistance. 


Report on Senior Programs: 


The purpose of this report is to give the congrega- 
tion an understanding of the programs the young 
people put on each week. Indicate the general type 
or types of programs you ordinarily have at your 
meetings. Tell how your members participate in the 
programs. Give a detailed description of a few of 
your most interesting and helpful programs. 


Report on Senior Projects: 


One of the most effective ways of telling the congre- 
gation about the youth activities is through a series 
of pictures or slides taken throughout the year. If 
you have such pictures or slides, be sure to use them. 
(If you do not, why not make plans to record your 
1960 projects on film so that you can make a display 
for Youth Sunday in 1961.) You might list all of 
your projects and activities very briefly and then 
describe some of them in detail. Mention the local 
projects first, then describe Presbytery and Synod ac- 
tivities, such as camps, conferences, retreats, and rallies. 


Senior Theme for 1960: 


A speaker should give a brief presentation of the 
Senior’s theme Scripture, picture, and hymn for the 
new year. First, read the theme Scripture, Psalm 119: 
9-16, explaining what it is. Then, tell the people that 
the theme is “God Speaks — Are You Listening”, and 
explain what it means. If you have a copy of the 
theme picture, display it, and tell what it means. Tell 
briefly about the author and composer of the theme 
hymn, and point out that it is based on the Bible. 
Following this presentation, the theme hymn will be 
sung. If the hymn is not familiar to the congregation, 
perhaps a group of young people or a youth choir 
could sing it. The material for the presentation of 
the theme will be found in the program for January 3. 


(It will be appropriate for a Senior young person, 
probably the president, to preside over the entire pro- 
gram. He should make the introductions, thank the 
congregation for the opportunity to present youth 
work, thank the church for its support of the youth 
program, and thank the adult leaders for their interest 
and help.) 
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Below is the first in a series of articles prepared by Mrs. S. H. Askew especial- 
ly for the JOURNAL. The series, on the general subject of WORSHIP, will 


appear as a monthly feature. 


Much of the material will be in keeping with 


the contents of Mrs. Askew’s two books, LEARNING TO PRAY and GREAT 
BIBLE PRAYERS, the first of which is to be re-printed in the near future. 


Worship 


Those who keep up with the “Women’s Work” de- 
partment will find in these columns from time to time 
thoughts on the theme of “Worship;” a theme entwined 
so closely with all our truly Christian living, that we 
find it difficult to distinguish between worship and 
other basic spiritual activities. 


1. Let us think first about the distinction between 
worship and study, even the reverent study of God's 
Holy Word, the Bible. Paul helps us greatly with his 
familiar opening sentence in that rich twelfth chapter 
of his letter to the Romans. As translated in the 
Revised Standard Version, we read: “I appeal to you, 
therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present 
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable 
to God, which is your spiritual worship.” And J. B. 
Phillips translates this same sentence, with almost 
startling clarity: “With eyes wide open to the mercies 
of God, I beg you, my brothers, as an act of intelligent 
worship, to give Him your bodies, as a living sacrifice, 
consecrated to Him and acceptable by Him.” 


Pause here a moment to realize what those “mercies 
of God” are, as Paul searches them out for us in this 
whole letter. We may sum it all up by saying that 
salvation is the free gift of God, given to believing 
souls, not earned even by perfect obedience to the 
very laws of God as He gave them to His “chosen” 
people, the Jews. By believing, then, not by our own 
achieving, we receive all the God-given mercies of sal- 
vation, from the first “freedom” from bondage to sin, 
to the resurrection body, in our final and complete 
“adoption” as sons of God, Romans 8:23-24. ‘Take 
time right here to read afresh that most glorious 8th 
chapter of Romans, to open your eyes wide to the true 
mercies of God. 

2. Now, let us consider how we may “present our 
bodies” to Him in service as “spiritual worship.” We 
find a clear word from our Savior Himself on that ques- 
tion, in His reply to Satan’s great temptation, recorded 
in Matthew 4:10 and Luke 4:8: _“‘You shall worship 
the Lord your God, and Him only shall you serve.” 
(RSV). True service involves the powers of our bodies 
themselves as well as all our “heart, soul, strength 
and mind,” (our whole selves) to be used in His 


Mrs. S. H. Askew 


service as our full expression of worship. So closely 
did our Lord link worship and service that we can 
best express that union by drawing a circle which be- 
gins with worship and runs around through service 
to unite again with worship — for real circles have 
neither beginning nor end. No one has expressed this 
close union in clearer words than these, from our 
Georgia poet supreme, Sidney Lanier: “His song was 
only living aloud, His work, a singing with his hand.” 
We will not do violence to the poet’s thought by 
changing that last line to, “His worship, singing with 
his hand.” 


On this foundation from Scripture, let us now think 
a bit further about the close relation of study and serv- 
ice. Surely we study to learn; even in Bible study, to 
learn more of God’s will and way for us in His serv- 
ice; whereas we worship to express our recognition of 
God our response to our consciousness of His Presence 
with us. 


Of course we always do learn something more about 
God through sincere worship, and that learning is one 
of the rich overflow blessings that come to us through 
this response to God our Father. But this is not the 
purpose of worship. The chief purpose is to give God 
something from us, His believing children, something 
He ever seeks. Whoever has dared to say so bold a 
thing as that! Hear Jesus Himself speaking, as John 
records the story of the Samaritan woman at Jacob's 
well, John 4:23-24: “... the true worshipers will wor- 
ship the Father in spirit and in truth, for such the 
Father seeks to worship him.’ Think of it, fellow 
Christians, that as we learn to worship in spirit and in 
truth we are satisfying the very heart of God, who 
created us to love and “enjoy Him forever.” “God loves 
to be longed for, He longs to be sought, He died for 
desire of us — marvellous thought!” 


Now let us all who are teaching young people and 
even younger children, keep these deep truths in mind 
as we try to lead them in what we rightly term “wor- 
ship services.” In such services Bible reading has a 
primary place, (from memory or by eyesight) . Handled 
with understanding of the inseparable connection be- 
tween worship and service, such use of the Holy Book 
will lead to true worship of Him whose Word it is; and 
such worship will lead into some activity of Christian 
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plan of loving service for others. 


Certainly we become conscious of the nearness of 
God when we approach Him in prayer, whether it be 
spoken, sung, or in reverent silence. Worshipful music 
itself leads many to respond to His Presence. Even the 
physical aspects of the place of worship, such as pic- 
tures, light and shadows, the very cleanliness, order 
and beauty of the room, contribute to or detract from 
Whether you follow 
a planned order of worship or not — more or less 
liturgical — you who lead in worship can so set the 


the response of the worshipers. 


service. This may well be, in Sunday services, the money 
offering, then and there, itself a gift of love, or we may 
help the young worshipers to do their part in some 





scene so that it helps rather than hinders worship. But 
keep this truth in mind above all other guides: it has 
been most truthfully said that “No one can lead an- 


other nearer to God than he (or she) has come him- 


self.” 


gether? 


If you, the leader, do not find Him near, neither 
will those whom you seek to lead, in worship. 


From time to time we shall consider, in these col- 
umns, some of the many beautiful and wonderful 
forms of Christian worship, for both the individual 
and the group. Prayer certainly will come first in 
such a study. Shall we pray together to be guided by 
God’s Holy Spirit, for His blessing as we think to- 





THE CHURCH AT HOME 


BIRMINGHAM, Ala. —(PN)—The 
three-year-old Huffman Presbyterian 
Church here moved into its newly 
completed fellowship hall for worship 
services. 


The building is the first unit in the 
plans for a permanent church build- 
ing for the 200-member congregation. 
Previously the people have worshiped 
in a temporary frame building. 





CLINTON, S. C. — Five members 
of the Ministerial Club of Presby- 
terian College were recently elected 
to serve as captains of the Evan- 
gelistic Teams for the spring semester. 
These men are Jack Crandall, Larry 
Wood, Pat Griffin, Joe Pickard and 
Dick Curnow. 


Under the direction of Dr. Joseph 
Gettys of the Department of Bible, 
the Evangelistic Teams organize to 
prepare devotional and worship pro- 
grams for churches inviting them. 
These programs may vary from a 
youth meeting to a program for the 
men of the church, for Sunday School 
classes or for regular Sunday worship 
services. The only expense incurred 
by the host congregation is that of 
the actual cost of the visit. 





JACKSON, Miss. — The annual 
Westminster Fellowship Retreat for 
Belhaven College students was held 
early in December with more than 100 
in attendance. The Retreat, held at 
Rose Hill Center out from Jackson 
was led by members of the faculty 
and three students from Columbia 
Theological Seminary: Knox Chamblin, 
President of the Seminary’s student 
body, Ed Graham and Don Gahagan. 





Miss Helen Sloop of Brazil is Presi- 
dent of the Westminster Fellowship 
at Belhaven College. 





CHARLOTTE, N. C. — A five-day 
World Missions Conference will be 
held in seven Charlotte churches, 
March 12-16 under the sponsorship 
of Mecklenburg Presbytery’s World 
Missions Committee. All of the 
churches of the Mecklenburg area are 
invited to participate in the Confer- 
ence meetings which will be held in 
the Myers Park, Caldwell Memorial, 
Covenant, Trinity, First, Sharon and 
West Avenue churches. 





RICHMOND, Va.—A two-year proj- 
ect to recruit adults for Sunday School 
will be launched in January by more 
than 1,800 Men’s Work groups of the 
denomination. The drive will be aimed 
at new members, as well as those who 
have enrolled in Sunday School but 
are inactive. Goal of the campaign 
is to triple adult S.S. attendance 
through a “Reaching-Teaching” pro- 
gram. 


Cooperating with the Men’s Divi- 
sion of the Board of Education are 
the office of Adult Education and 
the Division of Evangelism. 





ATLANTA, Ga. — Establishment 
of schools of theology to provide short- 
course training for lay leaders of the 
Church was endorsed by adult educa- 
tion leaders at a consultation here. 
Representatives from the seminaries, 
the School of Christian Education and 
the Boards recommended development 
of pilot schools along two types: one to 
offer a series of week-end courses for 
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persons in professional life; the other, 
week-long courses for laymen of var- 
ious vocations. 


The consultive committee took note 
of the fact that since World War II 
such schools have sprung up in Europe 
and elsewhere in the U. S. The Di- 
vision of Men’s Work and the Board 
of Women’s Work were asked to co- 
operate in launching the program for 
our own denomination. 





RED SPRINGS, N. C. — Dr. Mar- 
shall Scott Woodson, for eight years 
president of Flora Macdonald College 
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here, has resigned to accept the presi- 
dency of the Edgar Tufts Memorial 
Association. 


As head of the association at Ban- 
ner Elk, N. C., Dr. Woodson will be 
president of Lees-McRae Junior Col- 
lege, the Grace Hartley Hospital and 
the Grandfather Home for Children. 


Dr. Woodson said he would assume 
the post early in 1960. Dr. Joseph 
H. Carter, acting Tufts president for 
2% years, will become a field repre- 
sentative and Bible lecturer. 


Dr. Woodson had been acting presi- 


These parts will be presented to the 
1960 General Assembly for approval 
and for sending down to the Presby- 
teries for their categorical vote on 
each part in its entirety. 


At the 1959 General Assembly the 
Committee asked that the Form of 
Government be referred back for 
further study. This was made advis- 
able by the large number of sugges- 
tions made by Presbyteries and indi- 
viduals, as it was being approved by 
the Presbyteries before the 1959 As- 
sembly. 





dent of the Consolidated Presbyterian 
College in Laurinburg, N. C. Two 
weeks earlier Dr. Ansley C. Moore of 
Pittsburgh was elected president to 
assume duties February 1. 





MISSIONARY BRIEFS 


BRAZIL —(PN) —The Rev. and 
Mrs. John Boyle of the East Brazil 
Mission have returned to this country 
for their regular furlough. They will 
make their home in Loxley, Ala., dur- 
ing their stay in this country. 


CONGO — (PN) — The Rev. and 
Mrs. David A. McLean announce the 
birth of a daughter, Carolyn Rose, in 
Lubondai on Dec. 1. 


BRAZIL — (PN) — Miss Margaret 
L. Carnahan of the East Brazil Mis- 
sion was scheduled to arrive in San 
Antonio, Tex., in mid-December to be- 
gin her regular furlough. 





HAYESVILLE, N. C. — (PN) — 
The Hayesville church, 29-members 
strong, is well on the way to moving 
into their new sanctuary in January. 
The $30,000 building will not be com- 
plete, but it is hoped that it will be 
usuable with the aid of furniture and 
fixtures from their old church. 


On their own the congregation 
raised $11,500. With help from Ashe- 
ville Presbytery and the Board of 
Church Extension, the church is near 
the total needed to finish one floor 
and move in. 

Finishing the downstairs fellowship 
and Sunday School area, along with 
proper fixtures in the Sanctuary, will 
remain to be done. 





The Revision Of The 
Book Of Church Order 


The Ad-Interim Committee for the 
Revision of the Book of Church Order 
has completed its work on the first 
two parts: The Form of Government 
and the Rules of Discipline. 


hi hilt 
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Nearly 400 suggestions were made, 
in addition to the more than 400 
which had been considered before the 
revision was presented. All these sug- 
gestions have been considered one by 
one by the committee as a whole. 
They have been gratefully received 
and a large majority of them have re- 
sulted in the improvement of the re- 
sults of the committee’s work. The 
chairman regrets that the large num- 
ber of suggestions has made it impos- 
sible to acknowledge each one per- 
sonally. 


The committee is now at work on 
the Directory for Worship. It is 
planned to present a revision of the 
Directory to the 1960 Assembly with 
the request that it be sent down to 
the Presbyteries for their study and 
suggestions. 


The committee will meet again Feb- 
ruary 22-24 and any communications 
concerning the Directory for Worship 
may be sent to Rev. Vernon S. 
Broyles, 607 Peachtree St., N.E., At- 
lanta 8, Georgia. 





(YOUTH—from p. 11) 

The Lord will not leave Himself 
without witness. As the Seven 
Churches of Asia about which we are 
told in the Revelation had their candle- 
sticks removed because they left the 
Faith, so the Churches today may have 
their candlesticks removed if they 
leave the Faith. But the Gospel will 
continue to have its effect and the 
power of the Holy Spirit will continue 
to be seen . . . somewhere else. 














based on earthly factors. Christianity 
centers in a divine revelation and its 
acceptance by a divinely given faith— 
a supernatural gift about a superna- 
tural Person. 
















YOU'LL ENJOY 
YOUR TRIP 


IMMENSELY! WHEATON 
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EACH 


YEAR 


1. Spring Bible Lands Cruise— March 
2. Summer Bible Lands Cruise—June 
3. Europe and Scandinavia— July 

4. South America—July 


Daily lectures by tour leader. Fine Christian fellowship. 
Write today for FREE BULLETIN. Specify which tour. 
Address : Dr. Joseph P. Free 


WHEATON TOURS 


Dept. S10 Box 468 Wheaton, Illinois 
Our 1960 Holy Land and European tours can include the 
Oberammergau Passion Play as an optional extension. 


Tours to Yellowstone Park, Grand Canyon and the 
Canadian Rockies. 
Se 
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During the academic year 1958-59 our Presbyterian colleges and seminaries 
received 65 bequests, amounting to a total of $913,689.03. 


Do our Presbyterian schools still have needs? Higher education 
in this nation is on a great forward advance. I want our Presby- 
terian Church to keep up in its educational ministry. 


From recent information each of our colleges and seminaries has 
made long-range plans and estimated the needs for additional 
capital funds for plant expansion and improvement and for 
permanent endowment. The trustees and faculties of our schools 
believe that Presbyterians should have only first-rate educational 
institutions, thoroughly Christian. When you add up the esti- 
mated needs of these 27 institutions for capital funds for the 
next 15 years the total is more than $170 million. In many areas 
of our Church, Presbyterians are excited about their colleges and 
seminaries. Since 1950 the total permanent investment in these 
27 institutions has risen from $56% million to $121 million. 
If you wish to invest through your will in a bequest which will 
pay long dividends into the future, I suggest a bequest to a 
Presbyterian college or seminary. 




























COMMITTEE ON BEQUESTS AND DEFERRED GIFTS | 
Leroy B. Allen Robert F. Kennon Charles G. Rose, Jr. 
J. McFerran Barr Edward Le Master Tom Sealy 
Rex I. Brown Robert L. Maclellan Gordon Simpson 
Royall R. Brown Robert R. MacMillan Paul Strong 
Royal E. Cabell, Jr. Samuel H. Mann Howard Tumilty 
Don B. Campbell Herbert McCampbell George Ward 
W. W. Campbell Paul K. McKenney, Jr. J. O. Watts, Jr. 

George Crouch T. H. Mitchell J. Gaston Williamson 
R. L. Douglas Allen Morris C. W. Wilmore 
Bert H. Early Ashton Phelps William S. Woods 
John Raeburn Green T. M. Reinhart Jas. H. Woodside 

ce D. W. Robinson 
































d for additional information write to 


¥ Board of Christian Education (BEQUESTS) 
Presbyterian Church, U.S. 


Box 1176, Richmond 9, Virginia 


PAGE 19 / THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / JANUARY 13, 1960 


MORE 
GOOD BOOKS FOR YOUR 
CHURCH, SUNDAY SCHOOL 
OR HOME LIBRARY 
































Any bo- listed below sent free and 
postpaid for one NEW subscription 
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THE COVENANT IDEA IN 

New ENGLAND THEOLOGY $2.50 
By Peter Y. DeJong 


THE SERVANT OF JEHOVAH $2.95 
By David Baron 


Tue GospeL, Mystery 
OF SANCTIFICATION $3.95 
By Walter Marshall 


ISRAEL AND THE 


New CoveENANT $3.75 
By Roger Campbell 

HEBREWS $2.50 
By Walter C. Wright 

Nicut or WEEPING $2.00 


By Horatius Bonar 


MACLAREN’S 
Best ILLUSTRATIONS $2.95 


THe WALK, CHARACTER AND 
CONVERSATION OF Our Lorp ... $3.50 
By Alexander Whyte 


1000 BrsLe OUTLINES $4.95 
By F. E. Marsh 
Foreword by F. E. Meyer 


CHRIST AND THE INHERITANCE 
OF THE SAINTS $2.50 


(Studies in Colossians) 
By Thomas Guthrie 


CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP AND 
CHURCH FINANCE $2.00 
By H. W. Ellis 


So Prrcrm RAnc THE Betts .. $2.50 
By Richard Ellsworth Day 


This offer good until March 1, 1960 
List second choice in case supply of 
your first choice is exhausted. 
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MINISTERS 


Robert K. Bennett, from Jeanerette, 
La., to Arabi, La., Carolyn Park 
Church. 


E. Joseph Hulse, from Charleston, 
W. Va. to 4246 Four Pole Road, 
Huntington, W. Va., Green Valley 
Church. 


Charles L. Moffatt, Jr., Student, is 
taking graduate work in Edinburgh, 
Scotland. 


Jas. Clyde Plexico, from Citronelle, 
Ala. to RFD Goodwater, Ala., Good- 
water, Hatchet Creek, Socopotoy 
churches. 


Robert M. Hart, from Laurens, S. 
C. to Comfort Presbyterian Church, 
1082 Center Street, Fayetteville, 
N. C. 


Floyd E. Hamilton, from Centreville, 
Ala. to the Troy church, 313 College 
Ave., Troy, Alabama. 


Orlow A. Rusher, from 
Georgia to Wildwood, Fla. 


Melvin D. Scott, Sr., from West End 
Cumberland Church, Birmingham, 
Ala., to Winchester Cumberland 
Church, 215 N. Cedar St., Win- 
chester, Tenn. 


D. A. McRight, from Wellford, S. C., 
to Turner Church, Monroe, N. C. 


Frank Yandell, Johnston Memorial 
Presbyterian Church, Charlotte, N. 
C., retired effective January Ist. 
He will continue to live in Char- 
lotte. 


DEATHS 


Pierre Wilds DuBose, founder and 
president of Hampden DuBose 
Academy, Zellwood, Fla., died on 
December 15 in an Orlando hospital 
after a short illness. 


Lyons, 


J. Chester Frist, for 19 years pastor 
of the Government Street Church, 
Mobile, Alabama, died December 31, 
1959, after an extended illness. 





LETTERS 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
The Dec. 2nd issue on Christian 


Education was especially good. As a 





new Sunday School teacher (Pioneers) 
I found much needed information and 
inspiration. I am in complete agree- 
ment with your stand regarding the 
basic issues of Evangelical Chris- 
tianity. 


—Paul E. Hawkins 
Augusta, Ga. 





Congratulations on your treatment 
of the school problem in the last 
(Dec. 2) issue of the Journal. It is 
encouraging indeed to know that peo- 
ple like you are becoming more and 
more concerned. The importance of 
your leadership is very great. Can 
you send me 20 extra copies of this 
issue? I will be happy to pay for 
them. I want to distribute them to 
some Presbyterian friends here. 


—(Rev.) T. Robert Ingram 
St. Thomas Episcopal Church 
Houston, Tex. 


We are always glad to make addi- 
tional copies of any issue available at 
the very nominal price of 10 for $1.00. 
We are happy to have the Journal 
distributed as widely as possible.—Ed. 





CHOOSING? 


I dislike having to take exception 
to a portion of the article, “Choosing 
To Be Born” (Dec. 16), not only be- 
cause it appears in my favorite maga- 
zine but because it was written by a 
favorite college classmate, Dr. Joseph 
Stowell, who is the distinguished min- 
ister of one of the largest Baptist 
churches in New York. 


Yet the magnificent description he 
unfolds of the incarnation and its 
glorious purpose in redemption comes 
to a most unfortunate conclusion, seen 
from the viewpoint of the Calvinist. 
And, after all, we are Calvinists. 
Commenting on John 3:3, Dr. Stowell 
says: “Though you cannot choose to be 
born again physically, you can and 
ought to choose to be born again 
spiritually. This is done by receiving 
this crucified and resurrected Christ 
. . . Those who choose thus to be born 
again by believing .. .” 


This may be Baptist doctrine today, 
though it is far removed from C. H. 
Spurgeon, but it is not Presbyterian 
doctrine! In days when our Confes- 
sion is under discussion and many 
want to change it, the point of dif- 
ference is not a casual or casuistic 
matter. The issue plainly concerns 


whether regeneration is the result of 
repentance and saving faith or wheth- 
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er repentance and saving faith result 
from regeneration as the Confession 
teaches. Of course faith is the gift 
of God because it follows regenera- 
tion, the Holy Spirit working newness 
of life, God’s life, in the soul. Only 
then can we believe. 


Settle the issue once and for all 
that God is the One and only source 
of salvation and that He institutes and 
effects it and you keep Him where 
He belongs — on the throne. This 
is the glory of Calvinism which, after 
all, is simply Christianity par excel- 
lence. We never need to blush for the 
truth of God. 


—/(Rev.) Donald C. Graham 
Pensacola, Fla. 


We agree and we hope this starts a 
debate among our readers. We will 
publish the best contributions.—Ed. 





THANK YOU! 


I have been subscribing to the Jour- 
nal for years and I value it highly. 
Every issue is good and I enjoy and 
receive great benefit and information 
from all the articles. There is hardly 
a week goes by that I do not clip and 
file some article for my own use or 
to lend. 

—Mrs. John I. Winter 
Duluth, Minn. 








Presbyterian U.S. Series 
of 


THE PROTESTANT HOUR 
(RADIO) 


presents 


Dr. Jonn A. REDHEAD, Jr. 
Pastor, First Presbyterian Church 
Greensboro, North Carolina 


Topic for 
Jan. 24 


“ON 
USING 
DETOURS” 





Dr. Redhead 


Write for copies of messages to 
the radio station over which they 
are heard, or to 


TRAV 
341-B Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E. 


Atlanta 8, Ga. 














